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The Honorable Raymond H. LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. DepaI1meDt of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey AVemIe, S.B. 
Washinaton. D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretaly LaHood: 

March 4, 2011 

I write you to expre8I my concern. with the United State. Department ot Transportation's 
proposed rulea limiting service hours for truck drivers. The propoaed changes, if fin,U2Cd, would 
have a neaatm impact on productivity IUld the U.S. economy. 

. . 
The current rut. are workin, well and do not need to be changed. Since the mIes were 

implemented seven years ago. the trucldng industrYs safety perfOlDllDCe bas improved at an 
unprecedented rate. Both thtl Dumber 8Dd rate offatal and injury accidents invol'Yin&lar2e troeb have 
declined by mOle than one-tbird. and are now at their loweat lovela in recorded histoty. The 
rematl:able reduction in the number of uuck-involved fatal and ~ crashes occmecl even II truck 
mileage increased by almost 10 billion mil •• 

With the proposod rille changes. trucking c:ompaDiea will need to put additional lruclcs and 
drivers on the road to deliver the same amount of freight, adc:lins to final product coall and iDoreasiaa 
con&estion on the nation', already. clo~ hichwa}'l. Small basinesa truckcn, many of whom I 
represent, would 1>0 eapccia1ly bard hit. ' 

This in particular could be extremely harmt\l1 to economio 8'OWth in my Congressional 
diatrict which. contains the largest fn.lau.d part in the United Swea. Additionally, traffio will endanger 
pedestrians and impact boJ'der..croaa: wait tim.. lui numerous studies have mown. theae border 
crossing waits also increase e:miaaiona from idling trucks. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. Now is not tho time to 
impoae coatly new iegulationa that would impede the nation". economic recovery and increase the 
coat of almost every product AmoricaDI consume and sell. Please add our comtneDti to docker 
number FMCSA-2004-19608. 
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The Honorable Raymond H. LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S,E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary laHood: 

March 4, 2011 

No . 
COMMITTEE ON 

SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECHNOLOGY 
CIWIIIMN 

:: -; 

1'0 

We are writing to urge you to change the Department of Transportation's course 
on the proposed hours of service rules for truck drivers. The proposed changes, If 
finalized, w04ld have a substantially negative Impact on productMty and the U.S. 
economy. 

The current rurel are working well and do not need to be changed. Since they 
were Implemented seven years ago, the trucking Industry's safety performance hal 
improved at an unprecedented rate. Both the nllmber and rate of fatal anCllnjury 
aCcIdents Involving large trucks have decUned by more than on.thlrcf, and are now at 
their lowest levera In recorded history. The remarkable reduction in the number of truck­
involved fatal and Injury crashes occurred even as truck mileage Increased by almost 10 
bilRon milBB. . 

If the proposed changes are Implemented, trucIdng companies will nead to put 
addHional trucks and drivers on the road to deUvel' the same amount of freight. adding to 
final product coats and Increasing congestion on the nation's already clogged highways. 
Smal business truckers, many of Whom we represent, woord be especially hard hit. 

On two prlor occasions, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) estimated that similar changes woufd cost ~he U.S. economy $2.2 bllUon, 
inclusive of safety benefita. In the new proposed rule, liowever, FMCSA has changed its 
methodology for eetfmatlng both the benetla and costa of changes to the hours of 
service rule, effectively dBOlfJasing e8~ated aMual coats by $1.5 billion, and Increasing 
estimated annual benefHa by $1.1 bUllon In order to produce a positive benefR-coat ratio. 
Further, the &gency's own analysis shows that,the net benefits of retalnlng the current 
daily driving time limit exceed the net benefits of reducing allOwable driving time by one 
hour, the option favored by FMCSA. Frankly. it Is very difficult to understand how 
FMCSA rationalizes ita pr~posal on this fact alone. 

In addition to encumbering the Industry and a slruggOng economy, the proposed 
changes would significantly challenge ~w enforcement. Because the proposed rulee 
are complex and restrictive, motor carriers will have dlffioulty understanding them and 
enforcement officers will have difficulty accurately Identifying vlolatlona. For Instance, in 
order to determine if a driver can legally claim to have met the condlHons of a weekly 
rest provision, the enforcement ~fflclal would have to ensure that alleast 168 hours had 
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e.lapsed since the beginning of the most recent weekly resl period and that the break 
inCluded two consecutive nighttime periods between midnight and e a.m. Such 
complexity win only selVe to hamper both industry compUance and motor carrier 
enforcement 

Thank you for your time and attention to this Important matter. Now is not the 
time to impose costly new regulations that would Impede the nation's economic recovery 
and increase the coat of almost every product Americans produce and buy. Please add 
our comments to dOCket number FMCSA-2004-19608 .. 

Sincerely, 

Ralph • Hall 
Member of Congress 
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Dear Congn.'!;!;ional Liaison: 

March 16.201 J 
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Sl.IlIC'nMMrrnu: 

INTIAIOfI, ENV"'QIII .... '. 
A'«) At, AIIU ...... ow:ou 

RAN.rNI: ""WIIE" 

COMMmEE ON BUDGET 

r~ .. , 
, --j-

~~23~ 
~2~gl 
--- -1--1 

~~OC) 
:?~ :<":: --II 

I ~nd()tled please find a cury of the letters received by my Twin raUs district u£ficc.: frum my c, ) 
constituenn. Their cuncems ate very imr0rtant to me; therefore. , am refctring this mattfr f(,) you 
fur your appropriate consideratiun and action. 

To aMMist me in fully addres!ling my constituents' concernll, rlcaKe send a written response 011 your 
agellCY letterhead tu my Twin Fall!' office.: at the following addres!': 1341 I,'itlmute. Suite 202, Twin 
falls. Idaho 83:~()1. If YOli need further infunnation regarding this inquiry please feel free to cuntac;t 
Hilary Church at (208) 734-7219 ur hiJjlQ'!churc;h(a~ma.U."bu~. 

Thank yuu for giving this matter your earliest attentiun. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Simpson 
Member of Congr~ss 

MS/hc 
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February 23, 2011 

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador 
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dfar Representative Labrador: 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make it up later in the 

week. Under the new rule requlrln,2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would Interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend I family event, I lose a whole day's pay. 

Allowinl only 10 hours of drlvlns will reduce my Income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

will mean less pay for me. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know I don't asree with their new rules. 

Sincerely, 

(~~?~ 
Sammy Johnson 

P.O. Box 541 

Inkom, Id 83245 

R~~~'t~'11 Bf.---! 
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February 24, 2011 

U. S. Representative Raul labrador 

33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 

Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative Labrador: 

I am a commercial truck driver and 1 would like to complain about the new FMCSA Hours of Service 

proposal. 

1 work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make it up later in the 

week. Under the new rule requlrlns 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., 1 cannot make up the shift 
that 1 need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to ilttend family events. Under the new rule 

if 1 take off time to attend a family event, 1 lose a whole day's pay. 

Allowlne only 10 hours of driving will reduce my Income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

will mean less pay for me. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road durins the 

busy daylllht hours. 

I work short hauls In rural areas. I let a lot of short breaks during the day. 1 don't need a mandatory 30 
minute rest. 

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my 

full income and have one more day at home each week. 

Just think of the resources you wouldn't have when trucks are cut short. We do not need to be cut 

$hort, we.~eed to be supported. We work hard so you don't have too. 

Please contact FMCSA ilnd let them know 1 don't agree with their new rules. 

Thank you, 

£d Reynolds 

444 Garfield Street 

American Falls, 10 83211 



~J/l~/l~ll 09:54 US Consressman Hike Simpson HO.790 09 .. 

F~bruary 25, 2011 

U. S. Representative Raul Labrador 

33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative labrador: 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

Allowins onlv 10 hours of drlvlne will reduce my income. My company wi" hire more drivers and that 

will mean less pay for me. 

I work short hauls In rural areas. I get a lot of short breaks durins the day. I don't need a mandatory 30 

minute rest. 

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my 

full income and have one more day at home each week. 

Please contact fMCSA and let them know I don't agree with their new rules. 

Sincerely, 

Robert W. Miller 

P. O. Box 4744 

Pocatello, 10 83205 
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02/22/2011 

US Con.reaaman Hike SlmDaon 

CO"If'HS'Mn Rual Labrador 

Dear Mr. labrador, 

HO.798 24 

I am a commercial truck driver and I would like to complain about the new FMCSA hours of service 
proposal. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on nl8ht shifts and put more trucks on the road durin, the 

busy dayljpt hours. The new rules will force companies to move tOWlrd 8 hour shifts. Twe_ hour 
shifts let me make my full Income and have one more day .t home each weell. 

Please contKt the FMCSA and let them know that I don't llree with their new rules. 

TMnkyou, 

Jlmes Frltt 

912 Aiken Ave. 

Buhlld.ho, 83316 
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February 23, 2011 

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador 
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative Labrador: 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make it up later in the 

week. Under the new rule requirinl2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend a family event, I lose a whole day's pay. 

Allowln, only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

wilt mean less pay for me. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the 

busy daylllht hours. 

I work short hauls in rural areas. I set a lot of short breaks durlnl the day. I don't need a mandatory 30 

minute rest. 

. 
The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my 

full income and have one more day at home each week. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know I don't agree with their new rules. 

Thank you, 

L ",-- ~ 1I1uL-t:. ~~ 
R~lrL. Hunt/nston ~ .. 
666 Aspen lane 

Pocatello, 10 83204 

n~~E'~.Cn n ri." &. S t~" ~ 

'- -.. "-":'1 

BY: ____ --
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February 23, 2011 

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador 
33 Broadway Ave., Suit@ 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative labrador; 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make it up later In the 

week. Under the new rule requirins 2 rnt periods from midniaht to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would Interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend a family event, I lose a whole day's pay. 

Allowins only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

will mean less pay for me. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on nl,ht shifts and put more trucks on the road durinl the 

busy dayillht hours. 

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my 

full income and have one more day at home each week. 

I speclficallv like to drive at night because there Is less traffic at night. These changes will make It not 

worth my time to participate in this servict'. I would like to be able to have the flexibility and chOice In 

how lon, I work. As a professional truck driver, I know when I should and need to take a break. Just like 

when driving my personal vehicle, I take a break/pullover when I am tired. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know I don't asrre with their new rules. 

Thank you, 

{ll~ Ilwr 
Allen R. Wright 

610 Park Lane 

Pocatello,Id 83201 

DECeiVE,} n FEa i. 8 iUH b 
8Y: _____ __ 
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February 23, 2011 

U.S. Representative Raul labrador 
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative Labrador: 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make it up later In the 

week. Under the new rule requirin8 2 rest periods from midnl,ht to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would Interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend a family event, 1 lose a whole day's pay. 

Allowing only 10 hours of drlvln, will reduce my Income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

will mean less pay for me. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road durins the 

busy daylight hours. 

I work short hauls in rural areas. I get a lot of short breaks durlns the day. I don't need a mandatory 30 

minute rest. 

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my 

full income and have one more day at home each week. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know I don't agree with their new rules. 

Thank you, 

Ken Wheat 

1364 Saratoga 

Pocatello, Id 83201 
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february 23,2011 

U ,So Representative Raul labrador 
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative labrador: 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make it up later in the 

week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would interfere with mv ability to attend family events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend a family event, I lose a whole day's pay. 

Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

will mean less pay for me. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the 

busy daylight hours .. 

I work short hauls in rural areas. I get a lot of short breaks during the day. I don't need a mandatory 30 

minute rest. 

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my 

full Income and have one more day at home each week. 

I get breaks when I am In line to load or unload. I do not need mandatory breaks. 

Please contact fMCSA and let them know I don't agree with their new rules. 

Thank you, 

Refu,lo A8ulrre 

424 Industrl.1 Lane "12 

Pocatello, 10 83201 

Jre.l!,,,, 
/:.. ~. 
, ,. , 

" ,. , , 
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February 24, 2011 

U. S. Representative Raul Labrador 

33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 

Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative Labrador; 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make It up later in the 

week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would Interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend a family event, I lose a whole day's pay. 

Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

will mean less pay for me. 

I work short hauls in rural areas. Iget a lot of short breaks during the day. I don't need a mandatory 30 

minute rest. 

Changing the Hours of Service Is a problem for 8ettin8 pay by the load, or setting the miles in your shift. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know I don't alree with their new rules. 

Sincerely, 

~ t.~....-vv 

Ernie Conan 

110 Topaz 

Blackfoot, 10 83221 
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Fehruary I.Y, 2011 

Senator Raul Labradur 

Dear Mr. Labrador. 

As a driver for a trucking company J am writing to complain about the proposed new 
FMCSA houn; of service rules. The current and proposed length uf a restart is 34 hours. 
However. the change would mean that the restart time could he significantly lengthened uue to 
the overnight requirements. which could disqualify me as an employee from almost an entire 
day's work. There is no uoubt. that the proposed rules will harm productivity in the trucking 
inuustry and drive up the cost of pulling products on retail shelves. There is no evidence thai the 
increa.~e in costs will result in safer highways or be offset by II uecrcasc in custs associated with 
accidents. 

I would like the FMCSA 10 know that I do not agree with these new rules. 

3308 N. Hili Rd 
King Hill, Idaho 83633 

~~ 
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February 24, 2011 

U. S. Representative Raul labrador 

33 Broadway Ave., SUite 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative labrador: 

HO.790 20 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make it up latcr In the 

week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule 

If I take off time to anend a family event, I lose a whole diY's pay. 

Allowing only 10 hours of drivlns will reduce my Income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

will mean less pay for me. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the 

busy daylight hours. 

I work short hauls In rural aran. I get a lot of short breaks durlns the day. I don't need a mandatory 30 

minute rest. 

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. 'J welve hour shifts let me make' my 

full Income and have one more day at home each week. 

I suspect the teamster unions are the on~s pushing thes~ new rules, in order to make companies hire 

more drivers and consequently create more union members and dues payers. 

I feel it is unfair for unions I am not a member of and do not support, to control so many aspects of my 

liff! and my career. It is also not fair to benefit the ftw at the expense of many. It's not fair to the 

. , 
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children and spous~s and families of those that keep this great country running. It's not fair to the 

drivers. Its not fair to the consumers who will pay higher costs. 

These new rules are unnecessary and will do far more damage than good. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know I don't agree with their new rules. 

Sincere~IV'/" ~ 
.~~ . 

/ ~ 
(. .. _--------

Houston Scarborough 

5017 Rose Street 

Chubbuck, 10 83202 
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February 19, 2011 

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador 
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative Labrador: 

I am a commercial truck driver and I would like to complain about the new FMCSA Hours of Service 

proposal. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make It up later in the 

week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnisht to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would Interfere with my ability to attend familv events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend a family event, I lose a whole day's pay. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the 

busy daylight hours. 

I work short hauls In rural areas. I get a lot of short breaks during the day. I don't need a mandatory 30 

minute rest. 

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my 

full Income and have one more day at home each week. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know I don't agree with their new rules. 

larry 1(. Harris 

295 Monroe 

American Falls, 10 83211 
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February 19, 2011 

US Congressman Hike Simpson 

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador 
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative Labrador: 

HO.790 23 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make it up later In the 

week. Under the new rule requirina 2 rest periods from mldnilht to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would Interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend a family event, I lose a whole day's pay. 

Allowing only 10 hours of drlvine will reduce my Income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

wilf mean less pay for me. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the 

busy daylllht hours. 

I work short hauls In rural areas. 'get a lot of short breaks during the day. I don't need a mandatory 30 

minute rest. 

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my 

full income and have one.more day at home each week. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know I don't agree with their new rules. 

Thank you, 

Rick Hepworth 

1816 Government Road 

Pocatello, 10 83204 

R
ECE'Ven 
F'9 2 ~ lUll J 

ift' _____ _ 
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To Congressman ~ 

Dear Mr L~n4a'" 

Untitled 

I am a commercial truck driver and i would like to complain 
about the new FMCSA hcM.n of service proposal . 
I wori( night if I have to take 2 rest periods from midnight 

to 6:00 am each waek ,This will meu up my sleep schedule 
and cost me money. 
Also if i have to take my rest periods between midnight and 
6:00 am.1 will 1018 time with my family. . 
The new rul .. for rest periods wtll cut down on night Shifts 

. and put more trucks on the road during the busy daylight hou's 
witch will cause more car and truck miahaps to be truthful the FMCSA 
needs to reconlider all the ru ... they have d1anged m1d put in a more drive time 
and a breakable lleeper berth i have been driving truck since 19f~and theSe 
new c:hangas are redelculuis if they would put it where a driver can 
run 14hr1 of driving and 8tn sleeper berth and 2m on duty time 
with a 90 hour work week and a 34 of fot a full restart this would work 
better for aU and make the sleeper berth time breakable with no .... then a 2 hour 
break in the berth this would lead to lela driver fatuiU- and safer driving 
fot trucker and the general public. .. 

Please contacl the FMCSA and let them know that I 
don't agree with their new rules and thai they should look at thinga 
from a drivers eyes and think of the drivers being used • 
a pawn between shippers a1d receivers .••.. 

Page 1 
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February 21, 2011 

U.S. Representative Raul labrador 
33 Broadway Ave., Suit~ 251 
Meridian. 10 83642 

Dear Represent.tive labrador: 

HO.790 25 

I am a commercial truck driver and I would like to complain about the new FMCSA Hours of Service 

proposal. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make It up later in the 

week. Under the new rule requirins 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would interf~~ with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend a family event, , lose a whole day's pay. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road durinl the 

busy daylight hours. 

I work short hauls In rural areas. I get a lot of short breaks during the day. I don't need a mandatory 30 

minute rest. 

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my 

full income and have one more day at home each week. 

Farm commodities can't or shouldn't have these types of restrictions put on them. There Isn't anoush 

money Involved to penalize us drivers trying to subsidize our Social Security with a little drlvlnl time. 

We get out of our trucks at each end of the trip, plus rest area stops If needed. There is no need of 

mandatory breaks. Transporting sugar beets isn't like taking a reefer truck cross country, we are home 

@t;'rlntgftt or day, which ever shift we prefer. 

Haullnl sugar beets is more technical than one might realize, they need loaded with warm beets in first 

then cold ones and can't remain that way very long or the trucks will freeze and the beets won't come 

out at the factory. That 15 why It doesn't work to ship them by rail. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know I don't alree with their new rules 

Georle AI Steinmetz 

4959 Hawthorne Road 

Chubbuck, 10 83202 
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February 19, 2011 

U.S. Representative Raul labrador 
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative Labrador: 

HO.790 26 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

I work 4 days on and 2 daVS off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make it up later In the 

week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnlsht to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would Interfere with my abilltv to attend famllv events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend a familv event, I lose a whole dav's pay. 

AUowinl only 10 hours of drlvlnl will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

will mean less pay for me. 

I work short hauls In rural areas. I set a lot of short breaks during the day. I don't need a mandatory 30 
minute rest. 

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make mv 
full income and have one mOre day at home each week. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know I don't alree with their new rules. 

It would also affect the qualitv of the product I haul - sUlar beets. 

John 

4891 Cole 

Chubbuck, 10 83202 
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February 22, 2011 

u.s. Representative Raul labrador 
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative Labrador: 

I am a commercial truck driver and I would like to complain about the new FMCSA hours of service 

proposal. I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off in my work week 

and make it up later in the week. Also If I want extra income for a spec:ial event, Christmas, birthday, 

etcetera I can work an extra day. Under the new rules this would not be possible. Working nights I have 

less traffic to deal with which makes it easy to make a payday. With the new rule of having to take two 

mandatory breaks from midnisht to six am limits my income. I work short hauls in rural areas I let a lot 

of short breaks durina my shift. I don't need a mandatory thirty minute rest. The new rules will cut 

down on the amount of nisht shifts and put more trucks on the road durin. the-busy daylight hours. As 

head of household I fear the wrath of what this will do to the cost of living. I barely make ends meet 

now. With the new rule goods will so up because of the cost of freight. 

-?~tI4fI co-n-:t"d Fmc.SH. ~ M-Uo.L.t.. 
Je...-.).I ~ J. ~ 1.fI. Q...F ..JM. ;J:L kw~· 

--[;;J J stll B"" 1 L f­
yo ~x 77c) 

~ \"II. v.... L D<.<.,. f;:t.\ \ L cl ~ '3 '2 i \ 
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February 20, 2011 

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador 
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative labrador: 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make it up later in the 

week. Under the new rule requlrl~g2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that 1 need to take off. This would interfere with my abUlty to attend family events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend a family event, 1 lose a whole day's pay. 

Allowin. only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

will mean less pay for me. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road durin. the 

busy day'lcht hours. 

I work short hauls In rural areas. I let a lot of short breaks durina the day. I don't need a mandatory 30 
minute rest. 

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my 

full income and have one more day at home each week. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know 1 don't alree with their new rules. 

NO wayl I would not like the rules to chanae for my occupation. r am satisfied with the production that 

takes place since day one - September 20, 200S, this would slow down production and make it hard on 

all Transystems drivers to make a U~ing. 

Thank you, 

~,\.-~ 
Darwin Somsen 

622 W. Clark St. 

PCKatello, rd 13204 
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February 24, 2011 

U. S. Rl!presentative Raul Labrador 

33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 

Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative labrador: 

HO.790 29 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make it up later In the 

week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would Interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend a family event, I lose a whole day's pay. 

Allowin! only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

will mean less pay for me. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the 

busy daylllht hours. 

I work short hauls In rural areas. I get a lot of short breaks during the day. I don't need a mandatory 30 

minute rest. 

The new rules will force comp~nles to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my 

full Income and have one more day at home each week. 

I work part time and am happy with the hours and the working conditions with my employer. I don't 

believe any of the new rules are necessary. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know I don't agree with their new rules. 

Thank you, 

H ~ ~.~ h . f;,..c;'~ 
~krell 
448 West Hishway 39 

Blackfoot, 10 83221 
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February 23, 2011 

US Coneressman Mike Simpson 

U ,5. Representative Raul Labradol' 
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251 
Meridian, 10 83642 

Dear Representative labrador: 

HO.790 

I am a professional truck driver and I would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of 

Service Rules. 

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules I can take a day off and make it up later in the 

week. Under the new rule requirins 2 test periods from midnlsht to 6 a.m., I cannot make up the shift 

that I need to take off. This would Interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule 

if I take off time to attend a family event, I lose a whole day' $ pay. 

Allowing only 10 hours of drlvins will reduce my Income. My company will hire more drivers and that 

will mean less pay for me. 

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on nisht shifts and put more trucks on the road dUl'ing the 

busy dayllsht hours. 

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my 

full Income and have one more day at home each week. 

The current rules are worklns. leave them in place. 

Please contact FMCSA and let them know I don't agree with their new rules. 

Thank you, 

Danny Abercrombie 

8744 North Kraft 

Pocatello, 10 83204 
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JEFF MERKLEY 
OhEGON 

Secretary Ray Lahood 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590-0001 

Dear Secretary Lahood, 

WASHINGTON, DC 205~cO.: 1" i:): ") /\ I I' r. ~ 
.. , ••• ,1 ... ..) r-. I • J '.' 

February 22, 2011 

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, Kevin Tomfohr, of Roseburg, Oregon. 

'" 

COMMmEES: 

ENVIRONMENT AND 
PUBLIC WORKS 

HEALTH. EDUCATION. 
LABOR. AND PENSIONS 

BANKING. HOUSING, 
AND URBAN AFFAIRS 

BUDGET 

I would appreciate it if you would review the enclosed information and respond directly 
to my constituent at: -

------------------363 W Hickory Street 
Roseburg, OR 97471 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Enclosure 

JM/clg 

107 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

(202) 224-3753 
FAX (202)228-3997 

Sincerely, 

~~'M~~ 
United States Senator 

-

121 S.W. SALMON STREET 
PORTLAND, OR 97204 

(503) 326-3386 
FAX (503)326-2900 



.. 

Me- Kevin Tomfohr 
363 W Hickory ST 
Roseburg. OR '=t 1 "l11 

Sl()-II()~()~-()I ~ 

Companies are using DOT worst case scenarios exception language as a new base line 
minimum to create planned daily expectations that run their drivers into the ground. 
causing higher employee turn over. These drivers never work long enough to activate 
their pensions or benefits. This makes the companies bottom line look good but at the 
expense of public safety and the drivers health. family and career. When the failure rate 
of diminishing returns cost less than the capital gains received when operating at peak 
performance, that's called good business, especially when the cost of failure is deferred 
to the employees of the company. This is when the government should step in and 
protect the people. 
D.O.T~ hours of service rules are excessive. 



JIM COSTA 
20TH DIITIIlCT. C,U.,OllNIA 

WEB PAGE: WWW,coot •• houl •. gow 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
SUICOMUITTEI OM • EMIIGV .. lItO MINIIItAL AIIOUIICn 

SueCOMllllTli 011 

WATt" AlfD POWlll 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

RE: FMCSA docket number 2004-19608 

Dear Secretary LaHood, 

March 4, 2011 

S 10- I I (l i 1-1--( II () 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
SUKO ... WfTTII O. 

CONSIIN"rIO., EllflltO., AHD Fa","'T"" 

SUICO""'TTH 011 
RURAl. DrvnoPMfNT, AnU.MH, 

810TlCHNOlOGV AND FOllriGN AOMCUL TIM( 

R_INO MEMO.o 

» 

This letter serves to express my concemregarding the U.S. Department of 
Transportation's proposed changes to the hours of service rules for truck drivers. If the proposed 
changes are finalized, theywiIl have a substantially negative impact on productivity and weaken 
our nation's fragile economy. 

The rules currently in place work well for truck drivers, the trucking industry, and the 
safety of the general public. Since the current rules were implemented seven years ago, the 
trucking industry's safety performance has improved at an unprecedented rate. While truck 
mileage increased by almost 10 billion miles between 2003 and 2008, the number and rate of 
fatal and injury accidents involving large trucks are now at their lowest levels in recorded 
history. Further, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration's (FMCSA) own analysis 
shows that the net benefits of retaining the current hours of service rule exceed the net benefits of 
reducing the allowable drive time. 

ilDclosed herein is a copy of I:OIl'eS)IODder I received ~_ in 
Califomia's 2(ib Congressional District and an active stakeholder g industly. I trust 
you will take every proper consideration of Mr. Fortier's comments when making a decision 
regarding these proposed -changes. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Enclosure 

W~TONOff1CI: 

1314 lollClWORTH Houu 0fFta Buu>11IG 

WASHIllClTON. DC 20515 
PHallr: (202) 225-3341 

F4X: 12021 225·930B 

FRESNO OFfICE' 
855 M STIlEtT. s... .. 940 

FN.SNO. CA 93721 
1'HoIit: 15591 496-1820 

FAX: (5591 495-1027 

~" 

BAKERSFIELD OFfICE: 
2700 M STIRT. SUITE 225 IIM ... .,.LD. CA 93301 
I'H0NIi: (661) 869-1620 

F4X: (6611 8119-1027 
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Jim Costa 
1314 Longworth House Office Bldg 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, OC 20515 . 

Hi Jim: 

347S W. Franklin Ave. 
P.O. Box 12004 
Fn:sno, Ca. 93176 

f 
J 

S I ()- I I () ~ I -+-() I () 

Phonc:(SS9)27~ 
Fax: (S59) 276-28S3 

REC'::!VED 

FEB I 4 REC'D 

I would like to call to your attention regarding the hours our drivers can work and what the Federal 
Motor Camer Safety Adm is attempting to change. A congressman Bill Shuster is aware of this issue and is 
trying to help the trucking industry. I urge your support on this issue for the current regulation in force since 
2004 has worked well for all concern. The present system works well for the industry and most important 
for the safety of the general public as demonstrated by the decrease in accidents since 2004. Now the Feds 
want to change the system they put in after their own 4 to 5 yrs research because of political heat from the 
Teamsters and some other disgruntled groups. If you would like, I would be happy to meet with you when 
you are in Fresno next time to give you more details. Rest 8SSUIed the present system works well for the vast 
majority in the industry and it has proven to be viable. I doubt the advocated changes would result in any 
safety improvements for we are at the best level to be attained for the "human factor" is the main component 
for the cause of accidents that remains. 

The changes promoted by the FMCSA will cause us and our driver's economic hardship for they 
will lose I hour of driving a day. An example for the Fresno carriers, we will not be able to deliver to the 
LA Basin and return to Fresno the same day as we have been doing for over 50 yrs. Our drivers will be 
forced to layover in Bakersfield to Tulare, thus losing out on their wages. This will force us to add more 
trucks to haul the same tocmage per week. This does not count the strain of the produce industry and poultry 
industry to get their product to the LA market etc. This is just one small example of the havoc and 
disruption these advocated changes wilJ create. Again thanks for your time in looking out for us here in 
Fresno as you have for these many years. 

Best Regards, 

~~ 
Tim Fortier 
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Congress of the United States 
HoLise of Representatives 

March 3,2011 

The Hon. Robert Letteney 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Governmental Affairs 
U.S. Department of Transportation 

FMC-II 0304-00 I 
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1200 New Jersey Avenue. S.E. VIA FAX 
Washington, D.C. 20590 .l> 

Dear Mr. Letteney: 

Attached please find a letter that 1 have received from my constituent, Mr. Jady Stowe of 
New England MOlar Freight in Roanoke, regarding concems about proposed changes to hours of 
~ervice rules for truck drivers. I have received a similar inquiry from another constituent, Mr. 
J.D. Robinson of Lawrence Transportation Systems in Roanoke. 

1 share my constituents concerns about the proposal and· the impact it would have on the 
trucking industry. I would appreciate your looking into this matter and providing me with a 
response for my constituents. Please mail your response to my Roanoke office at the address 
marked below. 

Thank you for your assistance_ 

With kind regards. 

RWG:pl 

Attachment 

o 2 SOUTH MAIN STREET o '16 MAIN STREET 
SUITl! 300 

Bo G 
Member of Congress 

/,0 FRANKLIN IIOAD. S.I!. 
SUrr& 540 5UITl! A, FIRST fLOOR 

HARflISONBURG. VA 22801-3707 
1540) 432-2:191 

L YNCt1SUIlG. VA 24604-1608 
14341 845-83015 

ROAt.lOKE. VA 2-011--2121 
1&401 857-2012 

~A)( 15401 432-8611] ~AX 14341145-11248 PAX 15<10195'1-2675 

p,,,~ ON Rl;CYCUD ,APlR 

C 7 COURT SQUARE 
STAUNTON. VA-24101-33C7 
164016B5-J8S1 
FAX IS4011lB~O 
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Jody Stowe 
New England Motor Freight 
Terminal 44 Roanoke 
1919 PlantetiQrl Road NE 
Rallnoka I VA 24012 

FebNary 18, 2011 

Rep. Robert Goodlatte 
10 Franklin Road SEt Suite 540 
Roanoke. VA 24011 

RE: Hours of Service 

Dear Rep. Goodratle: 

(FAX)908 351 01 
540344"68 

fAX No. 540 344 1166 

I am wriljng in regards to the U.S. Oepartment of Transportation's proposed changes to the 
hours of sGrvlc;e (HOS) rules for truck drivers. 

Soma of the impacts of the propofJed Hoe changes IncluCf.; 

• Strlkas a blow to a struggling economy. Since the trucking industry will have less 
~pactty to. haul frafght, rates will rise substantially. IrtCTl!J8slng the cost af goods fQr 
everyone at the cash regl.r, 

• CrItical compDJ1snta of the natIon's distribution network wtll be disrupted. Existing routes 
and distribution centera have been de!llgned around the ctJrrent Hours of Service rules • 

P.OOl 
P. 00 I 

• _.... I .==FBw.raari'VIA§ •• JldaWtOr.kIA9ol:1eur~mewnt.-ta..Q.pay:Gut.fGr..tr..yGk.dI:I\t.rsr~at.aJime..wheJ;l ...... =-=o; ....... _ 

driv'rs and their fIImilies are already strwggling to make ends meel 

The trucking Industry II ana af th. largest employer& In the stat. of VlrgJnla. These proposed 
rule qhllnges will have a devastating Impact an our busInesses and our truck drivers . 

. Congressman Bill Shuster I. leading an effort to ask the USOOT to chang. COUfse on the 
proposed HOS Ghan9P by writing th. attached lettttr to the Secretary of the u.s. Department of 
Tranwportation, Ray LaHoOd. 

W8 respeGtfulfy urge you to join Congressman Shuster and agree to sign on to his letter 
(attachment). Please contact stephen Martinko (Stapheo.Martinko@mail.housa.gov.) of the 
Congressman ShUMors office to make arrangl!f11enta to sign the I~tter. 

Your Immediate assistanCi. in this matter would be greatly appreciated. 

SJn.~J.Y, ~ 

~/2f 
.. 

~. . ... - _ ................. - ...... , .... ".,,., .... 
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The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washinswn. D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

RE: FMCSA docket number 2004·19608 

(FAX)908 351 0153 FMC-II 0]04-00 I 

February XX, 2011 

We are writing to express our concerns abollt the U.S. Department of Transportation's proposed hours of 
sel"Vice rules for truck drivers. lffinalized, the proposed changes would have a substantially negative 
impacl on productivity and the U.S. economy. 

The rules currently in place are working well and do not need to be changed. Since the current rules 
were implemented seven years ago, the tmcking industry's safety performance has improved at an 
unprecedented rate. Both the number and rate of fatal and injury accidents involving large trucks have 
declined by more than one-third and are now at their lowest levels in recorded history. The remarkable 
reduction in the number of truck-involved fatal aod injury crashes occurred even as !ruck mileage 
increased by almost 10 billion miles between 2003 and 2008, the latest year for which data is available. 

If the proposed changes are implemented, trucking companies will need to put additional trucks and 
drivers on the road Co deliver the same amount offi-eight, adding to tinal product costs and increasing 
congestion on the nation"s already c)oiged highways.. Sma\[ business truckers would be especially hard 
hit. 

On two prior occasions. the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) estimated thaL 
similar changes would cost the U.S. economy $2.2 billion, inclusive of safety benefits. However, in the 
new proposed rllJe FMCSA has changed its methodology for estimating both the benefrts and costs of 
changes to the hours of serv ice rule, effectively deC1'easing estimated annual costs b)' $l.S billion and 
;ncreasing estimated annual benefits by $1.1 billion In order to produce a positive benefit-cost ratio. 
Further, the agency's own analysis shows that the net benefits of retaining the current daily driving time 
limit exceed the net benefits of reducing allowable driving time by one hO~lr, the option favored by 
FMCSA. Frankly, it is very difficult to undc:rstand how FMCSA rationalizes its proposal on this fact 
alone. 

In addition to encumbering the industry and a struggling economy, the proposed changes would 
significantly chnllenge law entOrcement. Because the proposed. rules are complex and restrictive, motor 
carriers could have diftlcuJty understanding them and enforcement officers could have difficulty 
accurately identirying violations. For instance, in order to determine if a driver can kgally claim to have 
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met the conditions ofa weekly rest provision. enforcement officials would have to ensure that at least 
168 hours had elapsed since the beginning of the most recent weekly rest period, and that the break 
included two consecurive: ni&httime p~riods between midnight and 6 a.m. Such complex.ity will only 
serve to hamper both industry compliance and motor carrier enforcement. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. Now is not the time to impose costly new 
regulations that would impede the nation's economic recovery and Increase the cost of almost every 
product Americans produce and buy. 

Sincerely. 

• • If ... 


