MAR/04/2011/FR] 02:36 PM

Cong. Henry Cuellar

FAX No. 202-225-1641
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ropEyB o HENRY CUELLAR
g or ek U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
March 4, 2011 =
The Honorable Raymond H. LaHood s
Secretary '
U.8, Depariment of Transportation >
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE. o
Washington, D.C. 20590 : -
Dear Secretary LaHood:

I write you to express my concern with the United States Department of Transportation’s
proposed rules limiting servios hours for truck drivers. The proposed changes, if finalized, would
have a negative impact on productivity and the U.S. economy,

The current rules are working well and do not need to be changed, Since the mles were
implemented seven years ago, the trucking industry’s safety performance has improved at an
unprecedented rate, Both the numbex and rate of fatal and injury accidents imvolving large trucks have
declined by more than one-third, and are now at their lowest levels in recorded history. The
rmmrhmeredmuonmthcmmbaofmck-mwlvedfamlmduuurycruhuowmedmuiruck
mileage increased by almost 10 billion miles.

With the proposed rule changes, trucking companies will need to put additional trucks and
drivers on the road to deliver the same amount of freight, adding to final product costs and increasing
congestion on the nation’s already. clogged highways. Small business truckers, many of whom I
represent, would be especially hard hit.

This in particular could be extremely harmful to economio growth in my Congressional
district which contains the largest in-land port in the United States, Additionally, traffic will endanger
pedestrians and impact border-crossing wait times. As numercus studies have shown, these border
crossing waits also increase emiasions from idling trucks.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. Now is not the time to
impose costly new regulations that would impede the nation’s economic recovery and increase the
cost of almost every product Americans consume and sell, Please add our comments 10 dooket
number FPMCSA-~2004-19608.

Sincerely,

Oy
LAR SAN ANTONIO SEGUIN MISSION ‘RIQ ORANDR QOTY
602 BAST CALTON ROAD 613 BAST HOUSTON STREET 100 SOUTH AUSYIN STRERT U 7BAST TOM LANDRY STREET 100NORTH P M, 3167
SUITE? SUITE 563 SUITE1 MISSION, TX 78572 SUITE 208
LAREDO, TX 78041 SAN ANTONIO, TX 18205 SEAUIN, TX 18155 PHONE: (956) 424-3942 RIDGRANDECITY, TX 78582
PHONE: (956) 725-0639 THONE: (210) 2712851 FHONE: (130) 401-0457 FAX: (956) 4243938 PHONK: (946) 487-5603
FAX: (956) 725-2647 FAX: (210) 270660 PAX: (830) 379-0084 FAX: {936) 488-0052
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March 4, 2011 2
The Honorable Raymond H. LaHood ' - P
Secretary &5
U.8. Department of Transportation : .
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. o

Washington, D.C. 20690

Dear Secretary LaHood:

We are writing to urge you to change the Department of Transportation's course
on the proposed hours of service rules for truck drivers. The proposed changes, if
finalized, would have a substamlally negative Impact on productivity and the U.S.
economy.

The current rules are worklng well and do not need to be changed. Since they
were implemented seven years ago, the trucking industry’s safaty performance has
improved at an unprecedented rate. Both the number and rate of fatal and injury
accidents involving large trucks have declined by more than one-third, and are now at
their lowest levels in recorded history. The remarkable reduction in the number of truck-
involved fatal and injury crashes occurred even as truck mileme increased by aimost 10
bilion miles.

if the proposed changes are implemented, trucking companies will need to put
additional trucks and drivers on the road to deliver the same amount of freight, adding to
final product costs and increasing congestion on the nation’s already clogged highways.
Small business truckers, many of whom we represent, would be especlally hard hit.

On two prior occasions, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA) estimated that similar changes would cost the U.8. economy $2.2 billion,
inclusive of safety benefits. In the new proposed rule, Hiowever, FMCSA has changed its
methodology for estimating both the benefits and costs of changes to the hours of
service rule, effectively decreasing estimated annual costs by $1.5 billion, and increasing
estimated annual benefits by $1.1 billion in order to producs a positive benefit-cost ratlo.
Further, the agency’s own analyais shows that the net benefits of retaining the current
daily driving time limit exceed the net benefits of reducing allowable driving time by one
hour, the option favored by FMCSA. Frankly, it is very difficult to understand how
FMCSA rationalizes its proposal on this fact alone.

[n addition to encumbering the industry and a struggling economy, the proposed
changas would significantly challenge law enforcement. Because the proposed rules
are complex and restrictive, motor carriers will have difficulty understanding them and
enforcement officers will have difficulty accurately identifying violations. For instance, in
order to determine if a driver can legally claim to have met the conditions of a weekly
rest provision, the enforcement official would have to ensure that at least 168 hours had
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elapsed since the beginning of the most recent weekly rest period and that the break
included two consecutive nighttime periode between midnight and 6 a.m. Such
complexity will only serve to hamper both industry compliance and motor carrier
enforcement.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. Now is not the
time to impose costly new regulations that would impede the nation’s economic recovery
and increase the cost of almost every product Americans produce and buy. Please add
our comments to docket number FMCSA-2004-19608. -

Sincerely,

Tph sl

Member of Congress
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WASHINGTON QFFICE:
2312 Ravaurn House Ornce Buii ping
WAsHwaTon, DC 20515
(202) 225-5531
Fax: (202) 228- 8216

LISTRICT QFFICE:

802 W1 BANNOCK STREET, Surte 600 CONGRESS OF THE UN]TED STATES

Bose, ID 83702
(208) 334-1953
Fax: (208) 334--9533
www.house.guv/simipson

Longressman Mike Simpson

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
March 16, 2011

Congressional 1daison

LS. Department of Transportation
4(M) 7th Street Southwest, Room 10408
Washington, DC 20590-0001

Dear Congressional Liaison:

tinclosed please find a copy of the letters received by my "I'win Falls district office from my

NO.7380 82

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

SURCOMMITTEES:

INTERIOR, ENVIRONME NT,
Anp RUr At o Aciencits
Rankwir: MEMAER

Ene NGy AND WATER DEVELOPME NT

COMMITTEE ON BUDGEY

constituents. Theit concerns are very important to me; therefore, T am referting this mattér to you
for your appropriate consideration and action.

‘T'o assist me in fully addressing my constituents’ concerns, please send a written response on your
agency letterhead to my ‘I'win Falls office at the following address: 1341 Fillmore, Suite 202, ‘I'win
Falls, Idaho 83301. If you need furthcr information regarding this inquiry please fecl free to contact

Hilary Church at (208) 734-7219 or hilary.church{@mail-housegov .

Thank you for giving this matter your carliest attention.

Sincerely,

Mike Simpson

Mcember of Congress

MS/he
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February 23, 2011

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251
Meridian, (D 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

I am 3 professional truck driver and | would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of
Service Rules.

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if  take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day's pay.

Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.

Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don’t agree with their new rules.

Sincerely,

Sammy Johnson
P.0. Box 541
Inkom, id 83245
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February 24, 2011

U. S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251
Meridian, |ID 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

| am a commercial truck driver and | would like to comptlain about the new FMCSA Hours of Service
proposal.

| work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if | take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day's pay.

Allowing only 10 hours of driving witl reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours.

) work short hauls in rural areas. Igeta lot of short breaks during the day. |don’t need a mandatory 30
minute rest.

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
full income and have one more day at home each week.

Just think of the resources you wouldn’t have when trucks are cut short. We do not need to be cut
short, we need to be supported. We work hard so you don't have too.

Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don‘t agree with their new rules.

Thank you,

£d Reynoids

444 Garfield Street Q@ l‘,
American Falls, D 83211 Map -
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February 25, 2011

U. S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251
Meridian, ID 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

I am a professionat truck driver and | would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of
Service Rules.

Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.

| work short hauls in rural areas. | get a [ot of shart breaks during the day. | don’t need a mandatory 30
minute rest.

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
full income and have one more day at home each week.

Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don’t agree with their new rules.

Sincerely,
Robert W. Miller
P. 0. Box 4744

Pocatelio, ID 83205
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02/22/2011

Congressman Rual Labrador
Dear Mr. Labrador,

I am a commercial truck driver and | would like to complain about the new FMCSA hours of service
proposal.

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours, The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour
shifts let me make my full income and have one more day at home each week.

- Please contact the FMCSA and let them know that | don't tsree with their new rules.

Thank you,

James Fritz
912 Aiken Ave.

Buhl Idaho, 83316
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February 23, 2011

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251
Meridian, ID 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

| am a professional truck driver and | would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of
Service Rules.

| work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if | take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day’s pay.

Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours.

| work short hauls in rural areas. | get a lot of short breaks during the day. | don’t need a mandatory 30
minute rest.

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
full income and have one more day at home each week.

Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don‘t agree with their new rules.

Thank you,

Rogér L. Huntington

666 Aspen Lane
Pocatello, ID 83204
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February 23, 2011

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave,, Suite 251
Meridian, ID 83642

Dear Representative Labrador;

| am a professional truck driver and | would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of
Service Rules.

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if | take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day’s pay.

Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me,

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours. '

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
full income and have one more day at home each week.

| specifically like to drive at night because there is less traffic at night. These changes will make it not
worth my time to participate in this service. | would like to be able to have the flexibility and choice in
how long | work. As a professional truck driver, | know when | should and need to take a break. Just like
when driving my personal vehicle, | take a break/pullover when | am tired.

Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don‘t agree with their new rules.
Thank you,
y o0 1 " N ¢ a2
(Uit Lyt
Allen R. Wright

610 Park Lane
Pocatelio, Id 83201
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February 23, 2011
U.S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave,, Suite 251
Meridian, ID 83642
Dear Representative Labrador:
I am a professional truck driver and ! would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of
Service Rules.
It work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if | take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day’s pay.
Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.
The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours.
I work short hauls in rural areas. |get a lot of short breaks during the day. | don’t need a mandatory 30
minute rest.
The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
fullincome and have one more day at home each week.
Please cantact FMCSA and let them know | don’t agree with their new rules.
Thank you,
Ken Wheat
1364 Saratoga
Pocatello, id 83201
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February 23, 2011

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251
Meridian, ID 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

| am a professional truck driver and | would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of
Service Rules.

| work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if | take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day’s pay.

Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours.

| work short hauls in rural areas. |get a lot of short breaks during the day. | don’t need a mandatory 30
minute rest.

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shufts let me make my
full income and have one more day at home each week.

I get breaks when | am in line to load or unload. 1 do not need mandatory breaks.
Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don’t agree with their new rules

Thank you,

/?(ﬁ‘ff ® /4;0/'7’)'%'

Refugio Aguirre
424 industrial Lane #12
Pocatello, ID 83201
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February 24, 2011

U. 5. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251
Meridian, 1D 83642

Dear Representative Labrador;

I am a professional truck driver and | would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of
Service Rules.

1 work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if | take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day’s pay.

Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.

I work short hauls in rural areas. |get a lot of short breaks during the day. | don't need a mandatory 30
minute rest. '

Changing the Hours of Service is a problem for getting pay by the load, or getting the miles in your shift.

Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don’t agree with their new rules.

Sincerely,

Ernie Conan EQE ,VE
110 Topaz v ' FEH

Blackfoot, ID 83221 T 4q cuy

I
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February 19, 2011

Senator Raul Labrador
Dcar Mr. Labrador,

As a driver for a trucking company I am writing to complain about the proposed new
FMCSA hours of service rules. The current and proposcd length of a restart is 34 hours.
However, the change would mcean that the restart time could be significantly lengthened due to
the overnight requirements, which could disqualify me as an employce from almost an entire
day’s work. There is no doubt, that the proposed rules will harm productivity in the trucking
industry and drive up the cost of putting products on retail shelves. There is no evidence that the
increase in costs will result in safer highways or be offset by a decrcase in costs associated with

accidents.

I would like the FMCSA 10 know that I do not agree with these new rules.

Sincerely,

3308 N. Hill Rd
King Hill, Idaho 83633

WW




83/15/2011 09:55 US Congressman Mike Simpson

b 1
A

NO.790 2@

A
February 24, 2011

U. S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave,, Suite 251
Meridian, ID 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

| am a professional truck driver and | would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of
Service Rules.

| work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
If | take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day’s pay.

Allowing onty 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours.

I work short hauls in rural areas. |get a lot of short breaks during the day. | don’t need a mandatory 30
minute rest.

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
full income and have one more day at home each week.

| suspect the teamster unions are the ones pushing these new rules, in order to make companies hire
more drivers and consequently create more union members and dues payers,

| feel it is unfair for unions | am not a member of and do not support, to control s0 many aspects of my
life and my career. It is also not fair to benefit the few at the expense of many. it's not fair to the
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children and spouses and families of those that keep this great country running. It's not fair to the
drivers. [ts not fair to the consumers who will pay higher costs.

These new rules are unnecessary and will do far more damage than good.
Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don’t agree with their new rules.

Sincerely,

Houston Scarborough
5017 Rose Street
Chubbuck, ID 83202

EcEﬂVE
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february 19, 2011

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251
Meridian, ID 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

" 1am a commercial truck driver and | would like to complain about the new FMCSA Hours of Service
proposal.

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if | take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day’s pay.

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours.

| work short hauls in rurai areas. | get a lot of short breaks during the day. | don’t need a mandatory 30
minute rest.

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
full income and have one more day at home each week.

Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don’t agree with their new rules.

Thank you,

——-/
’
Larry K. Harris
295 Monroe ECE'VE
American Falls, ID 83211 FFR 2 4 un

ar
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February 19, 2011

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251
Meridian, 10 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

I am a professional truck driver and | would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of
Service Rules.

{ work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This wouid interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if | take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day’s pay.

Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours.

| work short hauls in rural areas. | get a lot of short breaks during the day. | don’t need a mandatory 30
minute rest.

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
full income and have one.more day at home each week.

Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don't agree with their new rules.

Thank you,

s NapoaSi

Rick Hepworth
1816 Government Road
Pgcatelio, ID 83204

ECEIvE
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Untitled Fee 23,

To Congressman Lobrador
Dear Mr L rvdo™

| am a commercial truck driver and i would like to complain

about the new FMCSA hours of service proposal .
IworkmgMnflhavototakleestpmodafrommldmght

to 6:00 am each week ,This will mess up my sleep schedule
and cost me money.

Also if i have to take my rest periods between midnight and
6:00 am,! will lose time with my family.
Thenewrule:formstponodswmwtdmonmghtshms

. and put more trucks on the road during the busy daylight hours

witch will cause more car and truck mishaps to be truthful the FMCSA

needs to reconsider all the rules they have changed and put in a more drive time
and a breakable sieeper berth i have been driving truck since 1815 and these
new changes are redeiculuis if they would put it where a driver can

run 14hrs of driving and 8hrs sleeper berth and 2hws on duty time

with a 90 hour work week and a 34 of for a full restart this would work

better for all and make the sleeper berth time breakable with no less then a 2 hour
braak in the berth this would lead to less driver fatuige and safer driving

for trucker and the general public...

' Please contact the FMCSA and let them know that |

don't agree with their new rules and that they shouid look at things
from a drivers eyas and think of the drivers being used as
a pawn between shippers and receivers.....

O.Tolman

2001 sessions st
heyburn Idaho 83336

Page 1

2e//
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February 21, 2011

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251
Meridian, ID 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

I am a commercial truck driver and | would like to complain about the new FMCSA Hours of Service
proposal.

| work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if | take off time to attend a family event, ! lose a whole day’s pay.

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours.

I work shart hauls in rural areas. | get a lot of short breaks during the day. | don’t need a mandatory 30
minute rest.

The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
full income and have one more day at home each week.

Farm commodities can’t or shouldn‘t have these types of restrictions put on them. There isn’t enough
money involved to penalize us drivers trying to subsidize our Social Security with a little driving time.
We get out of our trucks at each end of the trip, plus rest area stops if needed. There is no need of
mandatory breaks. Transporting sugar beets isn’t like taking a reefer truck cross country, we are home
abéry’highit or day, which ever shift we prefer.

Hauling sugar beets is more technical than one might realize, they need loaded with warm beets in first
then cold ones and can’t remain that way very long or the trucks will freeze and the beets won't come
aut at the factory. That is why it doesn’t work to ship them by rail.

Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don’t agree with their new rules

Sincerely, /\&é"’%? ézj %;:M/? |

George Al Steinmet2 E C &= v
4959 Hawthorne Road . £
Chubbuck, 1D 83202 e gy

W\
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February 19, 2011

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave,, Suite 251
Meridian, ID 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

I am a professional truck driver and | would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of
Service Rules.

| work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend famify events. Under the new rule
if | take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day's pay.

Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.

I work short hauls in rural areas. |get a lot of short breaks during the day. | don’t need a mandatory 30
minute rest.

The new rules wiil force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
full income and have one more day at home each week. ‘

Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don’t agree with their new rules.
It would also affect the quality of the product | haul - sugar beets.

Thank you, G’l’
-/ o, Y&

/(" / o Y "WI
. / \l"
John Bayle

4891 Cole
Chubbuck, ID 83202
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February 22, 2011

US Representative Raul Labrador

33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251

Meridian, ID 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

I am a commercial truck driver and | would like to complain about the new FMCSA hours of service
proposal. | work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current ruies | can take a day off in my work week
and make it up later in the week. Also if | want extra income for a special event, Christmas, birthday,
etcetera | can work an extra day. Under the new rules this wéuld not be possible. Working nights | have
less traffic to deal with which makes it easy to make a payday. With the new rule of having to take two
mandatory breaks from midnight to six am limits my income. ) work short hauls in rural areas | get a lot
of short breaks during my shift. | don't need a mandatory thirty minute rest. The new rules will cut
down on the amount of night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the busy daylight hours. As

head of household | fear the wrath of what this will do to the cost of living. | barely make ends meet

now. With the new rule goods will go up because of the cost of freight.

ConZact Fmesn and LaAh 2hta
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February 20, 2011

U.S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave.,, Suite 251
Meridian, ID 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

| am a professional truck driver and | would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of
Service Rules. '

I work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if | take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day’s pay.

Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours.

| work short hauls in rural areas. | get a lot of short breaks during the day. | don’t need a mandatory 30
minute rest. '

The new ruiles will force companies to move taward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
full income and have one more day at home each week.

Please cantact FMCSA and let them know | don't agree with their new rules.

No way! | would not like the rules to change for my occupation. | am satisfied with the production that
takes place since day one — September 20, 2005, this would siow down production and make it hard on
all Transystems drivers to make a living.

Thank you,
Bt SSsgndir) Sce,,
~ Darwin Somsen FFB’ (S

622 W, Clark St.
Pacatello, Id 83204
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February 24, 2011

U. S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave., Suite 251
Meridian, ID 83642

Dear Representative Labrador:

I am a professional truck driver and | would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of
Service Rules.

| wark 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and méke it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that | need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if { take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day’s pay.

Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.

The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours.

I work short hauls in rural areas. 1 get alot of short breaks during the day. | don’t need a mandatory 30
minute rest.

The new rules will farce companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
full income and have one more day at home each week.

I work part time and am happy with the hours and the working conditions with my employer. | don’t
believe any of the new rules are necessary.

Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don't agree with their new rules.
Thank you,

Larg b Frceait

448 West Highway 39

Blackfoot, ID 83221 E CE'VE':
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February 23, 2011
U.S. Representative Raul Labrador
33 Broadway Ave,, Suite 251
Meridian, iD 83642
Dear Representative Labrador:
I am a professional truck driver and | would like to complain about the proposed new FMSCA Hours of |
Service Rules.
| work 4 days on and 2 days off. Under the current rules | can take a day off and make it up later in the
week. Under the new rule requiring 2 rest periods from midnight to 6 a.m., | cannot make up the shift
that I need to take off. This would interfere with my ability to attend family events. Under the new rule
if 1 take off time to attend a family event, | lose a whole day’s pay.
Allowing only 10 hours of driving will reduce my income. My company will hire more drivers and that
will mean less pay for me.
The new rules for rest periods will cut down on night shifts and put more trucks on the road during the
busy daylight hours.
The new rules will force companies to move toward 8 hour shifts. Twelve hour shifts let me make my
full income and have one more day at home each week.
The current rules are working. Leave them in place.
Please contact FMCSA and let them know | don’t agree with their new rules,
Thank you,

C, 7R

-'h'“ .
Danny Abercrombie
8744 North Kraft

Pocateilo, ID 83204
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February 22, 2011

Secretary Ray Lahood

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590-0001

Dear Secretary Lahood, /
I am writing on behalf of my constituent, Kevin Tomfohr, of Roseburg, Oregon.

I would appreciate it if you would review the enclosed information and respond dxrectly
to my constituent at: —_

———

363 W Hickory Street
Roseburg, OR 97471
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
% b Tdley
Jeffrey A. Merkley
United States Senator
Enclosure
IM/clg
107 RusseLL SENATE OFFICE BULDING 121 S.W. SALMON STREET
WasHINGTON, DC 20510 PortLanD, OR 97204
(202) 224-3763 {503) 326-3386

Fax (202) 228-3997 Fax (603) 328-2900
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MB. Kevin Tomfohr
363 W Hickory ST
Roseburg, OR 94 141)

Companies are using DOT worst case scenarios exception language as a new base line
minimum to create planned daily expectations that run their drivers into the ground,
causing higher employee turn over. These drivers never work long enough to activate
their pensions or benefits. This makes the companies bottom line look good but at the
expense of public safety and the drivers heaith, family and career. When the failure rate
of diminishing returns cost less than the capital gains received when operating at peak
performance, that's called good business, especially when the cost of failure is deferred
to the employees of the company. This is when the government should step in and
protect the people.

D.O.T. hours of service rules are excessive.
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March 4, 2011

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590
RE: FMCSA docket number 2004-19608

Dear Secretary LaHood,

This letter serves to express my concern regarding the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s proposed changes to the hours of service rules for truck drivers. If the proposed
changes are finalized, they will have a substantially negative impact on productivity and weaken
our nation’s fragile economy.

The rules currently in place work well for truck drivers, the trucking industry, and the
safety of the general public. Since the current rules were implemented seven years ago, the
trucking industry’s safety performance has improved at an unprecedented rate. While truck
mileage increased by almost 10 billion miles between 2003 and 2008, the number and rate of
fatal and injury accidents involving large trucks are now at their lowest levels in recorded
history. Further, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s (FMCSA) own analysis
shows that the net benefits of retaining the current hours of service rule exceed the net benefits of
reducing the allowable drive time.

Enclosed herein is a copy of correspondence I received fg¢ém Tim Fortier, a cénstituent in
California’s 20™ Congressional District and an active stakeholderﬂg industry. I trust
you will take every proper consideration of Mr. Fortier’s comments when making a decision

regarding these proposed changes.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Si ly,
1
JINN COSTA
Member of Congress
L
[ 4
Enclosure W
L ]
WASHINGTON OFFICE: FRESNO OFFICE: BAKERSFIELD OFFICE:
1314 Lonawort: House Ofncs Buaoing 855 M Staeer, Sure 540 2700 M Srrery, Sure 225
Wastwaron, DC 20515 . Fresno, CA 93721 . Baxensnetn, CA 93301
Prone: (202) 225-3341 Prowe: (658) 495-1820 . Puont: (661) 889-1820
Fax: {202) 225-8308 Fax: (558) 485-1027 Fax: {661) 868-1027

S



.“ STO-110314-010

3475 W. Franklin Ave. Phone: (559) 275-0444
P.O. Box 12004 Fax: (559) 276-2853

Fresno, Ca 93776
4 !
c=!
2/411 REC=IVED
Jim Costa . FEB 14 RECD
1314 Longworth House Office Bldg Congressman Jim Coste
United States House of Representatives x Washingion, DC Office
Washington, DC 20515 1 3
Hi Jim:

I would like to call to your attention regarding the hours our drivers can work and what the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Adm is attempting to change. A congressman Bill Shuster is aware of this issue and is
trying to help the trucking industry. I urge your support on this issue for the current regulation in force since
2004 has worked well for all concern. The present system works well for the industry and most important
for the safety of the general public as demonstrated by the decrease in accidents since 2004. Now the Feds
want to change the system they put in after their own 4 to 5 yrs research because of political heat from the
Teamsters and some other disgruntied groups. If you would like, I would be happy to meet with you when
you are in Fresno next time to give you more details. Rest assured the present system works well for the vast
majority in the industry and it has proven to be viable. I doubt the advocated changes would result in any
safety improvements for we are at the best level to be attained for the “human factor” is the main component
for the cause of accidents that remains.

The changes promoted by the FMCSA will cause us and our driver’s economic hardship for they
will lose 1 hour of driving a day. An example for the Fresno carriers, we will not be able to deliver to the
LA Basin and return to Fresno the same day as we have been doing for over 50 yrs. Our drivers will be
forced to layover in Bakersfield to Tulare, thus losing out on their wages. This will force us to add more
trucks to haul the same tonnage per week. This does not count the strain of the produce industry and poultry
industry to get their product to the LA market etc. This is just one small example of the havoc and
disruption these advocated changes will create. Again thanks for your time in looking out for us here in
Fresno as you have for these many years.

Best Regards,

G Sl

Tim Fortier
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The Hon. Robert Letieney

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Governmental Affairs

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. VIA FAX
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr., Letteney:

Attached please find a letter that { have received from my constituent, Mr. Jody Stowe of
New England Motor Freight in Roanoke, regarding concerns about proposed changes to hours of
service rules for truck drivers. I have received a similar inquiry from another constituent, Mr.
J.D. Robinson of Lawrence Transportation Systems in Roanoke.

1 share my constituents concemns about the proposal and the impact it would have on the
trucking industry. I would appreciate your looking into this matter and providing me with a
response for my constituents. Please mail your response to my Roanoke office at the address
marked below.

Thank you for your assistance.

With kind regards.
Very urs,
Bol G
Member of Congress
RWG:pl
Attachment
03 2 $0UTH MAIN STREET 7] 916 MAIN STREET Jo FRANKLIN ROAD, 5.E. C 7 cOURT SQUARE
SUITE A, FIRST FLOOR SUITE 300 SUITER 540 STAUNTON, VA, 241013307
HARRISONBURG, VA 22801-3707 LYNCHBURG, VA 24604~1608 ROANOKE, VA 240112121 (640) 85-2061
(540} 432-2391 {424) f45-8308 : (540} 9572672 FAX {540) BA%-3930
© FAX (54q) 432~8593 FAX (434} B45-0245 PAX {540} 85/-2675

PRINTED CGN RECYCLED PAFER
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RX Date/Time 02/1872011 1738 540 344 1168 P.001
FEB-18-2011 FRI 05:00 PM aF FAX No. 540 344 1166 P. 001
Jody Stowe
New England Motor Fraight

Terminal 44 Roanoke
1918 Plantation Road NE
Roanoke , VA 24012

February 18, 2011

Rep. Robert Goodiatte
10 Franklin Road SE, Suite 540
Roanoka, VA 24011

RE: Hours of 8arvice

Ocar Rep. Goodiatte:

| am writing in regards to the U.S, Department of Transportation s proposed changes to the
hours of sarvice (HOS) rules for truck drivers.

Soms of the impacts of the proposed HOS changes include:

+ Strikes a blow to a struggling economy. Since tha trucking industry will have less
oapacity 1o haul freight, rtes will rise substantially. Increasing the cost of goods for
everyone at the cash rogister,

« Critical components of the nation’s diatribution network will be disrupted. Existing routes
and distribution centers have been designed around the current Hours of Service rules.

e v==Fawardriving-and-working-neurs-amounts-to-a.pay-cutfertruck.drivers.at.a.timewhen
drivers and their families are ajready struggling to make enda mest.

The trucking Industry is ona of the largest employers in the state of Virginia. These proposed
rule changes will have a devastating impact on our busingsses and our truck drivers,

“Congressman Bill Shustar is leading an effort to ask the USDOT to change course on tha
proposed HOS changes by writing tha altached latter to the Sacretary of the U.S. Department of
Transportation, Ray LaHood.

Wa respectiully urge you to join Cangressman Shuster and agree to slgn on to his latter
(attachment). Please contact Stephen Martinko (Stephen.Martinko@mail.house.gov.) of the
Congrassman Shuster's office {0 make arrangements to sign the latter.

Your iImmediats assistance in this matter would be graatly appreciatad.

Sincerely,

e e aewr e ma A e cmn AN
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‘Febsuary XX, 2011

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington. D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:
RE: FMCSA docket number 2004-19608

We are writing to express our concerns about the U.S. Department of Transportatlon'é proposed hours of
service rules for truck drivers. If finalized, the proposed changes would have a substantially negative
itmpact on productivity and the U.S, economy.

The rules currently in place are working well and do not need to be changed. Since the current rules
were implemented seven years ago, the trucking industry’s safety performance has improved at an
unprecedented rate. Both the number and rate of fatal and injury accidents involving large trucks have
declined by morc than one-third and are now at their lowest levels in recorded history. The remarkable
reduction in the number of truck-involved fatal and injury crashes occurred even as truck mileage
increased by almost 10 billion miles between 2003 and 2008, the latest year for which data is available.

If the proposed changes are implemented, trucking companies will need to put additional trucks and
drivers on the road to deliver the same amount of freight, adding to final product costs and increasing
congestion on the nation’s already clogged highways. Small business truckers would be especially hard
hit.

On two prior occasions, the Federal Motor Carricr Safety Administration (FMCSA) estimated that
similar changes would cost the U.S. economy $2.2 billion, inclusive of safety benefits. However, in the
new proposed rule FMCSA has changed its methodology for estimating both the benefits and costs of
changes to the hours of service rule, effectively decreasing estimated annual costs by $1.5 billion and
increasing estimated annual benefits by $1.1 billion in order to produce a positive benefit-cost ratia.
Further, the agency’s own analysis shows that the net benefits of retaining the current daily driving time
limit exceed the net benefits of reducing allowable driving time by one hour, the option favored by
FMCSA. Frankly, it is very difficult to understand how FMCSA rationalizes its proposal on this fact

alone.

In addition to ¢ncumbering the industry and a struggling economy, the proposed changes would
significantly challenge law enforcement. Because the proposed rules are complex and restrictive, motor
carriers could have difficulty understanding them and enforcement officers could have difficulty
accurately identifying violations. For instance, in order to determine if a driver can legally claim to have
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met the conditions of a weekly rest provision, enforcement officials would have to ensure that at |east
168 hours had elapsed since the beginning of the most recent weekly rest period, and that the break
included two consecutive nighttime periods between midnight and 6 a.m. Such complexity will only
scrve to hamper both industry compliance and motor carrier enforcement.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter, Now is not the time t0 impose costly new

regulations that would impede the nation’s economic recovery and increase the cost of almost every
product Americans produce and buy.

Sincerely,



